A week 1n [taly
with 30 friends
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NOT willing to take a chance on the
weather, Zoe Petersen and Jon Gillian
made their special day one to remember
by opting for a week-long party in the
sunny Tuscan hills.

“We wanted somethingalittle bitdif
ferent than the usual wedding,” says Zoe.
“And aswe both love Italy, it just seemed
tomakesense.”

The couple met ata mutual friend’s
dinner party three years ago. Jon, 29,a
lawyer for the Royal Bank of Scotland,
says he “did adouble take” when he first
saw Zoe, 29,a property fund manager.
And after awhirlwind romance they
moved in together five months later
and nowshareahome in Fulham.

But despite makinga serious com-
mitment by living rogether, Zoe was
taken by surprise when Jon asked her to
marry him 18 months ago on the

Alexandre 11 Bridge in Paris.
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ing to end up to- ~

gether,” she says. =

“But | had abso- I . TAE

lutely noidea jon
would propose so /
quickly” \ {
Theyfoundawed- % 5
dingvenueattheCas- %
tellodiTavolese in Cer- %
taldo, 45 minutes from N
Florence. Theywere keento ™~ = =
have a wedding that reflected
their laidback personalities, so a week
before the day they took 30 close friends
to party with them and relax by the
pool.
On the bigday 110 guests gathered to
see the couple exchange vowsat4pm in
StJames's Church in Florence, before re-
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RECEPTION | Castello di Tavolese

turning to the castle for the reception.
Atsunset everyone drank prosecco
and shimmied to live jazz before having
an outdoor feast. They dined on carpac-
cio of swordfish, duck and porcini ri-
sotto, Tuscan steak and a millefeuille -
the traditional Italian wedding cake.
“It was amazing,” says Jon. “You
don’t know exactly how it will all
come together but it was so much
more than we had hoped for. Being
away for a week beforehand
on a holiday with 30 of your best
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friendsalso made a huge difference.”

Zoe agrees: “There was just a fantastic
party atmosphere, all our guests
bonded and the day itselfwas the per-
fect finale. We were in a beautiful set-
tingand itwas magical and romantic.”

Aftera few winks of sleep, everyone
met fora hangover breakfast before the
guests headed back to the UK.

Zoe and Jon started married life by
continuing their Italian adventure with
a two-week trip to Sardinia, Venice and
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Atamu tua] friend’s
dinner party

They we.nt\to CiIIYS
in Fulham fora meal

Zoe wore a classic white
v-neck dress from
Sharon Cunningham
and Jon wore a traditional
morning suit
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WEDDING ESSENTIALS

Traditional [talian wedding cake

Lake Como.

Love and Lon:l

Cream and plnk roses with local
Iavender

Chasmg Carv by Snow Patrol

The couple went to Sardmm,
Venice and Lake Como l_g‘




